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Comparison and Enlightenment of the Urbanization
Patterns of East Asian Countries
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Abstract; With the rapid economic and social development and transformation, the urbanization level of
East Asia, one of the most dynamic regions in the world economies, has greatly improved. Yet due to
difference in economic and political system, stage of economic development, natural resources and geo-
graphic environment, the nations in this region vary dramatically in the patterns and features of their ur-
banization. Generally speaking, Japan's urbanization is highly concentrated while South Korea's urbanization
is led by big cities, and North Korea opts for a government-controlled pattern while Mongolia is experien-
cing an abnormal over-urbanization. All patterns have been formed as a result of the specific conditions of
each nation. This paper gives an analysis of the urbanization patterns of the above-mentioned four East Asi-
an countries and their success and failure. It provides some enlightenment for the promotion of China’s ur-
banization.
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