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Local Education Administration System in China:

A Historical Review of the Period from 1906 to 1949
LIU Jian

Abstract: In the period from 1906 to 1949 the local education administration system in China underwent
the following changes: from establishing education promotion department ( EPD) ; to replacing EPD with
education department ( ED) ; to restoring EPD; to establishing education bureau ( EB); to reorganizing
EB; to replacing EB with ED; and to restoring EB. The whole process shows modern China’s efforts to es—
tablish a standardized democratic independent professional and open administration system of education.
At the same time it also reveals that the education administration at that period was chaotic in organiza—
tion idealistic in goal-setting westernized in content and radical in manner. A review of this process will
shed much light on the current reform in local education administration system in China.

Key words: Later Qing Dynasty; Republic of China; local education administration system; education

promotion department; education department; education bureau

@ K¢ ) ¢ p; : 1999 271

094



