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Emergence and characteristics of the family-based female groups

LOU Xin-xing' & MEI Xin-lin*

(School of Literature . Soochow University, Suzhou 215123, China;

2. School of Humanities, Zhejiang University of Technology, Hangzhou 310014, China)

of writers in Taihu-Lake area in the Ming and Qing dynasties in China

There were quite a few family-based female groups of writers in the Ming and Qing dynas-

ties in China, of whom most were in Taihu-Lake area due its unique natural and cultural surround-

ings. According to some statistical data, there were 35 such families whose female writers created

quite a few literary works, mainly poems and poetic prose. They firstly wrote about their family life

and then learned from other writers for broadening their vision in literary creation. Their publications

as a unique cultural and social phenomenon reflected their literary themes and mirrored their life and

work in that period, which played a crucial role in helping the formation of the cultural atmosphere in

Taihu-lake area and the overall development of the feministic literature of the Ming and Qing dynas-

ties in China.
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