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Yao Ying’ s A Painting on a Discussion about Art and Literature and the

Dissemination of the Tongcheng School in Southern Yangtze
Wang Kongfeng

( School of Humanities ,Anging Normal University ,Anging 246011 ,Anhui, China)

Abstract: Yao Ying (k%) acted as an official in Southern Yangtze (VLE§) from July of the eleventh year to
October of the seventeenth year during the reign of Emperor Daoguang ( i #t). He made friends with
celebrities and presided over the meetings of graceful people when he was free from governmental affairs. He
had A Painting on a Discussion about Art and Literature ({iRZ E)) drawn in memory of his talks about Art
and Literature with some well-known Jiangnan scholars in Yangzhou (3% ) during his second term of office
as the acting Salt Distribution Commissioner in Huainan (#8) and Huaibei (#3l). The picture depicted
the grand event when he banqueted friends and talked about Art and Literature with such Jiangnan literati as Li
zhaoluo (ZEJKV&) , Jiang Tong (% %), Mao Yuesheng ( HHEH ), Wu Dexuan ( REE}E) ,Liu Baonan (X
S #H) and Liu Wengi (XI3CE). Seeing from this picture and then associating ourselves with his cultural
activities before and after he acted as an official in Southern Yangtze, we can find that Yao Ying, together with
his friends and aides, made great progress in the theory and practice of Art and Literature, which showed their
reconciliation between Han studies and Song studies and also their strong sense of respecting Confucian
teachings and administering state affairs. It also indicated the new change of academic atmosphere and
intellectual atmosphere in Jiangnan. Besides, he strongly promoted the dissemination of the thought of the
Tongcheng School (#i3%JE) during the reign of Emperor Daoguang. In a word, this painting contains rich
connotation of thought and multiple cultural memories, and is of very important historical, cultural and artistic
value.
Key words: Yao Ying (3k3%) ,A Painting on a Discussion about Art and Literature ({RZ ) ) ,Tongcheng
School (HAIRIK ) , dissemination
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