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(TERE & F)

Karl Marx’s Thought of Modern City and Its Inspiration

YUAN Ji—fu

Abstract To grasp the history of humankind from the view of the relationship between urban and rural areas is an impor-
tant perspective in Karl Marx’s view of history. According to Marx, the history of modern society is the history in which the
city reigns supreme over the rural area and the history developed by human activities taking modern urban networks as its
framework. For Marx, it should proceed at least from five relationships, i.e. the relationship between urban and rural areas,
the relationship between city and nature, the relationship between city and population, the relationship between the nature
of capital operation of city and the nature of the affinity to the people of city, and the relationship among cities, to investi-
gate modern city. Marx s thought of modern city plays a very crucial enlightening and inspiring role in the practice of the ur-
banization in contemporary China, which reminds us to take the path of the civilized urbanization, of the development of
green city, of the coordinated development between population and city, of urban construction from a people—centred view,

and of the inclusive development of building friendship and partnership with neighbors.

Key words  Karl Marx; modern city; modern society; urbanization in contemporary China
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