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The Transformation of “Jiaohua”
——A Study of the Spread of LieNv Zhuan

LIN Cunxiu
Abstract: In the Han Dynasty, the “Jiaohua” on women did not follow a rigid law system, rather involving flexible

rituals and music. The book LieNv Zhuan portrays many vivid female images propagated by ways of music, pictures,

dramas, and sayings. It also includes information on the commendation system, which helped Confucianism infiltrate

women’s daily life among every class. Compared to external laws and institutions, this inert control caused greater

invisibility and longer periods of oppression. -

Key words: LieNv Zhuan; “Jianhua”; media; propogation
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