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Female Consciousness, Grand Narrative and Gender Construction

Guo Bingru

Abstract: In the research framework of the history of the 20th Century Chinese novels, the gender perspective that
is dominated by female consciousness has become an important insight that reveals the covert gender experience of fe-
male writings that is overshadowed by ti]e grand narrative of national liberation, national independence, and class revolu-
tion. However, because modern literature always participates in the process of China’s modernization, female writing is
an important part of this grand narrative. Besides, gender problem is not an independent existence. Instead, it is always
connected with social system, ideology, and cultural traditions. As a result, only when female consciousness is related to
concrete social and historical context and cultural problems will the richness and complexity of female writing become
manifest. Only in this process will female writing’ s unique significance in the history of the 20th Century Chinese novel
and the construction of female gender become evident.

Key Words: Female Consciousness; Grand Narrative; Gender Construction
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