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Self-shaping of Intellectual Women and Its Implication
in the Transitional Era:

A Study Centering around Lu Yin and Shi Pingmei’s Novels
Wang Yanfang, Yu Di

Abstract: Facing their inescapable time, Lu Yin and Shi Pingmei, while possessing different characteristics, shared
some common features in their literary expression. In the disillusionment of the mythic love and heroic dreams, they, as
the pioneers of female liberation, suffered from loneliness and endless wounds. From self-indulgence, fetish, necrophilia,
to masochism, and from the advent of female body in death narrative, through the description of forbidden body and self-
tortured psychology, to the presentation of this body upon the stage of the sacrifice, intellectual women, who were sand-
wiched between narcissism and masochism, have a way to shape themselves that finally influences the ways of the narra-
tors’ life and shows the lamentation of women during the transitional era.
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