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From the Classic Marxist Theory on Women Liberation to Modern Feminism:
Essences, Disputes and Reflections
Guo Ying, Liu Huaiyu

Abstract: Marxist Feminist Theory on women oppression and liberation is a constant research topic, which
brings new significance every time when it is discussed. Marx and Engels had already established the basic
frame in which this problem could be understood correctly in methodology. They thought that it was a historical
problem on the relations of production and classes. However, with the changes in social and historical contexts,
modern feminists, especially the Marxist Feminists who have inherited the genes from the classic Marxism,
questioned the views proposed by Marx and Engels. They have different opinions on how to evaluate and
position the feminist problem politically. Having given up the class struggle which the classic Marxism always
perseveres in, they hold that the primary issue women are dealing with is sexual oppression. The contemporary
response from the classic Marxism to these challenges is that the key to solve the women’s problem is never in
the abstract free power of women’s, but in the equality in sexes and classes during the historical process of
social production.

Key words: Women Oppression; Women Liberation; Marxist Feminism; Equality Between the Sexes
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