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A Discussion on the Author of Mao’s Prefaces to the Book of Songs
Fu Gang

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature , Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; This article extends the discussion from the arguments in the history of the studies related to the
Book of Songs({¥F£:) ) about who was the author of Mao’s Prefaces to the Book of Songs({ E##%)). The
possible candidates in the long list included Confucius, Zixia ( 7% ), Mao Heng (£ %), Mao Chang ( &
3£), national history writers (H ¥ ), Wei Hong ( L% ) and various poets who contributed to the Books of
Songs. Among these candidates, the view of Wei Hong as the real author was most influential. Through
studying and organizing relevant materials from Confucian classics and histories on the Book of Songs, we find
that neither the view of Wei Hong as the real author nor the view of the national history writers as the real
authors are believable. As for those so-called follow-up prefaces mentioned by our predecessors, this article
holds that they should be concretely taken into consideration. Some of the prefaces that were thought as follow-
ups actually had their corresponding writings in Mao’ s Commentary Notes on the Book of Songs ({ Ef{&)),
and therefore they were not necessarily added by scholars of later generations.
Key words: Mao’ s Prefaces io the Book of Songs ({ BVFFF) ), the Book of Songs({ %)), Wei Hong ( I
%)
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