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A Study of Mencius’s Historical Materials Thoughts
Wang Yuan
(Historical and Culture Department, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou Gansu 730000, China)

Abstract: Mencius emphasized the use of historical materials in debates and lectures, his understanding of the
source of historical data, authenticity and social function of historical materials constitute a relatively complete his-
torical view. He has put forward some viewpoints, such as “by the meaning against the will”, “understand human be-
ings and reflect on society” and “better no Shang Shu rather than trust Shang Shu completely”, these are the princi-
ples and methods of identifying historical materials, and Historical materials should have the effect of converse posi-
tive social atmosphere. These views have had an important influence on later history and historians, it s still instruc-
tive today.

Key words: Mencius; Historical Materials Thoughts; Textual research; by the meaning against the will; Understand

human beings and reflect on society
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