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On the Style of Oath in the Pre-Qin Period

and the Contract Spirit in It
YE Xiu-cheng
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Tianjin University of Finance and Economics, Tianjin 300222, China)

Abstract: The oath, which was formed by the primitive religious prayer ceremonies, was one important
kind of literary style in the pre-Qin period. According to different ceremonies occasions, the oath could be
differentiated into the prayer oath, the military oath, the alliance oath, the private oath, the oath of passing
through others country land, the contract oath and the repentance oath. The oaths had some certain cultural
function in spite of various connotations and different ceremonies. Under the divinities supervising, the oath
limited random acts of swear subject, established, standardized and regulated the relationship between man
and divinities, and also the interpersonal. All these were 1o maintain and construct a stable social order. Thus
the behavior of the oath reflected the contract spirit such as divinities faith, the principle of reciprocity and
credit system.

Keywords: the styles of oath; type; ceremonies; the form of the style; cultural function; the

contract spirit



