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Abstract: Since 1950s the images in ancient Chinese poetry and the related Daoism and
Zen have been borrowed and assimilated by some French poets as a continuation of the ide—
alized recognition and appreciation of China’s images and esthetics since Claudel Paul and
Victor Segalen and served as a transcendental spiritual and esthetic resource which pro—
vides them with a way for the Sino-West integration and inspiration in their writings. The
paper is to study the ideal images of China constructed by contemporary French poets such
as Philippe Jaccottet Andre Velter and Jean Claude-Pinson to reveal the new knowledge
they obtained from their understanding and appreciation of ancient Chinese esthetics. The
paper is also to study how contemporary French poetry rewrites China’s image as an artistic
ideal between imagination and actuality to find out a new vision and wayout for Western
lyrics by borrowing from other cultures and esthetics.
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