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Title: Trends of Studies on Modern and Contemporary Japanese Literature in Korea

Abstract: Studies on Japanese literature in Korea can be categorized into three periods: the
quickening era of the 1960s; the foundation-building era of the 1980s; the specialization era of
the 1990s and after. Modern and contemporary Japanese literature first became a study subject in
the early 1960s when a large number of universities in Korea officially established a department
of Japanese, after a period without any such discipline following the collapse of Japanese colonial
rule in 1945. Although the academic circles of the day were still in their infancy, they nonetheless
started to take an interest in modern and contemporary Japanese literature, after some Japanese
literary works were translated into Korean and released. In the 1980s, the first generation of
overseas students returned from Japan after studying the methodology of studies on modern
and contemporary Japanese literature. These scholars paved the way for such studies to begin in
earnest in Korea, mostly based on the methodology of comparative literature. In the 1990s and
after, the globalization of human and physical resources prompted Japanese literature to become
one area of foreign literature research requiring more specialized study. Meanwhile, academic
exchanges with China served as an opportunity to shed new light on Japanese literature within
the framework of East Asia. This period is dubbed “the specialization era”. Currently, studies on
modern and contemporary Japanese literature are at a stage where an Asian perspective on the
global contemporaneity is sought.
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