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A Review and Analysis of Proust Studies in China Over the Past 60 Years

Tu Weiqun

( Research Institute of Foreign Literature Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract: The first important article on Proust in China was written by Zeng Juezhi in 1932. Sporadic research
ensued but halted after 1949 for Proust’ s works were labeled “antiwrealist” and “decadent” by some Soviet
critics who were deemed the authority on such matters. With the improvement in academic freedom after China
reopened its door to the world in the late 1970s Proustian research quickly revived and grew at a great pace

owing to a widespread interest in Western modernist works initiated by some Chinese writers who were eager to
experiment with newlyfound ways to express themselves. The last two decades of the 20" century saw a surge
in the translation of and research on Proust. Interestingly during this period @ la recherche du temps perdu was
mainly introduced as a stream-of-consciousness novel reflecting the popularity of the technique much favored
by some of the most influential writers in China. While Proust studies in China today are displaying
unprecedented maturity rigor diversity and originality scholars have given special attention to the novelist’
s masterful treatment of time experience and his poetical rendering of memory due to their reading of Proust as
remarkably echoing in a refreshing way to some traditional Chinese aesthetic experience and philosophical
reflection.

Key words: Proust fiction study review and analysis



