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scripts on his inaugural lecture at the Spanish Royal Academy. Before that, these manuscripts were kept in
the libraries as “Unknown Documents” for more than two centuries. These Spanish manuscripts written by
Mudejares and Moriscos who lived in Spain are called “Aljamiado Literature”, and are praised as “the
new world” of Spanish literature. The objective of this article is to reveal its history and context.

XU Le Manipulation of Conflicts in Chekhov’s Plots 45

Compared with other Russian authors of realistic classics, Chekhov’s construction of plots exhibits an
outstanding feature that paradoxically combines the decrease of plot magnitude with the increase of mes-
sage within narrative units. This makes the uniqueness in Chekhov’s manipulation of conflicts within his
plots, i.e., to downgrade both emotional outbursts and inward strife between principles, while narrating
nonchalantly with a detached and refraining “objectivism” the vehement clashes de facto. When the com-
mon weakness between both sides of the clashing parties comes to be identified in narration, their
dividing line of standpoints gradually becomes blurred in the context of real life. Hence the absurdity and
triviality of the characters’ living environments prove finally to be the real origin of human conflicts.

LI Yifeng “New Mestiza Consciousness” in Sandra Cisneros’ Caramelo 53

The border between the U. S. and Mexico makes the borderlands where different cultures meet,
clash and collide. American Chicana feminist theorist Gloria Anzaldda finds out a survival strategy—new
mestiza consciousness — for Chicana women, who live on the borderlands. It is a tolerant and non-dichot-
omic thinking mode. Caramelo, written by Sandra Cisneros, embodies Anzaldda’s “new mestiza con-
sciousness”. The protagonist Lala deeply feels the pain of being “halfway between here and there, in the
middle of nowhere”, but she is finally able to cross the “border” of race, culture and class through telling
her dead grandmother’s story to help her cross the border between life and death. Putting her
grandmother’s rebozo on her shoulder, Lala realizes and accepts her hybrid identity that blends many cul-
tures and her split self is finally reunited.

LUO Xiaoyurn Metamorphosis and Interpretation: Philip Roth’s Kepesh Novel Series 61

The American novelist Philip Roth reveals the living condition of the postmodern society in his ex-
perimental metamorphosis novel The Breast and encounters criticism for his fantastic style. In the follow-
ing decades he wrote two novels to interpret his ideas and completed the series which historically display
the thinking and changes of American intellectuals after the unrestful years of the 20th century. These no-
vels also mark the turning of Roth’s writing style from postmodernism to neo-realism.

XU Bin The Theme of Escape and Its Political and Ethical Implications in V. S. Naipaul’s A Bend in the
River 69

After the publication of A Bend in the River, V. S. Naipaul declared that “Africa has no future” in
an interview. As a result scholars almost unanimously regard Naipaul as a pessimistic escapist. But the
truth is the opposite. Naipaul has indeed described the escapes of three representative groups of people
living in the heart of postcolonial Africa. This paper argues that Naipaul has imbedded rich political and
ethical implications in his narrative of escapes, through which he has asked and answered the questions:
“Why does Africa not have a future?” and “In what way can Africa have a future of its own?”
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