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On the “Two South” of The Book of Songs and Their Conveyance
of the Ritual Music Spirit in Western Zhou Dynasty

Taking the Excavated Documents for Example
XU Zheng-ying
(School of Liberal Arts, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract; While Ji Zha viewed the “Two South” of The Book of Songs as the roots of the State, Con-
fucius also hailed them as the soul of cultivating one’s morality. However, people today have realized
that the 25 poems contained are mainly concerned with love and marriage, which are far from the
teaching of the very foundation of establishing one’s self and constructing the State, Since Han
dynasty, Confucianism scholars have exerted upmost efforts to maintain their special status, coming
up with the many farfetched interpretations. So far there remain disputes over the nature of “Two
South” of The Book of Songs. This paper, by using the excavated documents, attempts to reveal the
real meaning of some of most controversial poems. It’s found that, “Two South” were collected and
artistically processed within the core area of the East and West Capital during early Western Zhou peri-
od when Zhou Gong was creating rituals and music. Those poems mostly depict the etiquette contents
of the relationships of marriage. Among them, Guan Ju is a template of the nobles’ courtship in the
formal way. Han Guang is a vivid description of the etiquette of turning a girl into a woman and that of
returning a horse. Ye You Si Jun is the reproduction of the etiquette of bride-price, reconfirming an ap-~
pointment and “arranging the bride’s head scarf” during the marriage. The latter two poems are also a
reveal of information of etiquette and custom of “Zhi Zhu Qian Ma”. In a word, these poems are not
only vivid preserving of the nobles’ etiquette and custom related to love and marriage, but also the con-
veyance of the spirit of observing the etiquette related to how the noble cultivate their moral character
and manage the family’s affairs well.

Key words: “Two South” of The Book of Songs; poems related to the Capital in early Zhou Dynasty;

the spirit of observing self-cultivation and governing family
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