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Title: Approaching Walter Benjamin’s Views of Urban Space

ABSTRACT: By writing about urban space, German critic Walter Benjamin
provides a unique theoretical perspective on the issue of urban modernity. Benjamin
singles out the flaneur, the ragpicker, the prostitute and the crowd in Paris as
representative modern subjects. His excavation of the overlooked aspects of modern
urban life, along with his criticism of Haussmann’s dehumanizing reconstruction of Paris,
reflects the intellectual foresight of a socially and historically responsible writer in the
face of speeding urban modernization. To some extent, Benjamin’s thought on urban
space also sheds light on issues of urbanization and cultural construction in China.
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