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A Philosophic Research of Early English Novel

LI Wei
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: When analyzing the connections between the English Enlightenment and literature, Ian
Watt’s The Rise of Novel and Mckeon’s The origins of English Novel were mainly focused on the
social-historical context. Although words as “ Enlightenment Philosophy ”, “Empiricism” and
“Epistemology” can been seen from time to time, scarcely did those writers study the rise of novel on a
perspective,in which the transition and development of those English Enlightenment philosopher’s idea
unit are been attached,Based on the English Enlightenment philosopher’s analysis of Subject-Object re-
lationship, Time and Space this paper would like to discuss the Enlightenment philosophy’s influential,
in a broad sense,on the early English novel.

Key words: English novel; Enlightenment philosophy; Epistemology; subject-object relationship; View of
time and space :



