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2014 6 Highlighted Absrtacts

US Public Research Universities in the Era of Austerity: Coping
Strategies Adopted by University of Michigan

Zuo Zelin Ke Sen P26

Abstract: Ever since the 1980s US state governments have been reducing their subsidies to public universities entering an era of aus—
terity after the “Golden Age” of the 1960s and 1970s. Facing such a grim economic situation University of Michigan a public univer—
sity in Michigan US has taken a series of countermeasures to increase income and reduce expenditure such as raising tuition fees
increasing the number of out-ofstate students cutting expenditure and postponing some spending programs implementing enterprise
resource planning system as well as reforming faculty recruitment system. These countermeasures helped to reduce the stress of a tight
budget increase administrative efficiency and generate significant economic benefits for the school. However these measures also af—
fected equity in higher education higher education quality as well as public perception of universities. Therefore it is rather tricky
and challenging to strike a balance between ideals and reality marketization and public interests.

Key words: US pubic research universities; Michigan University; coping strategies; influence; marketization

Managing and Enhancing Quality in Tertiary Teaching: A Literature
Review of Relevant Research Published in 11 Scholarly Journals
in Education in China ( 2004 —-2013)

Li Changxi Li Jiannan P50

Abstract: This paper is a literature review of research on managing and enhancing quality in tertiary teaching published in 11 scholarly
journals in education in China ( 2004 —2013) covering a wide range of topics including definition of teaching quality teaching quality
assurance system and innovation in talent nourishment etc. Drawing on the experiences of Western developed countries most re—
searchers in China try to apply quality management theory to tertiary teaching and rethink university education and university culture in
the new light. This paper analyzes the strengths as well as weakness of current research and identifies future research trends in this
field.

Key words: higher education institutions; teaching quality; research topics; literature review

Establishing Indicators to Evaluate Professional
Master’ s Degree Programs in China

Zhao Mengcheng P86

Abstract: Recently China Academic Degrees and Graduate Education Development Center ( CDGDC) announced plans to evaluate the
quality of professional master’ s degree programs( PMDP) in China. To ensure effective evaluation of these programs it is important to
establish appropriate evaluating frameworks and indicators at the very first beginning. Take CDGDC’ s draft evaluation plan for PMDP
in Education for example the evaluation indicator system seems applicable and effective on the whole; however there still remain
many problems such as rather narrow evaluation objectives extremely complicated evaluation procedure the lack of quantitative in—
dicators and rigorous data collection as well as misunderstandings about the “relevance” (‘or “usefulness”) of professional degree pro—
grams etc. Only after fixing all these problems can the evaluation indicator system truly be regarded as efficient and appropriate.

Key words: humanities and social sciences; professional master’ s degree programs( PMDP) ; policy; community; quantitative



