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A Theoretical Survey of “Party Spirit and Affinity to the
Masses have always been Coherent and Unified”

YIN Yun - gong

Abstract; Lenin clarified the party spirit as the basic principle for newspapers to uphold, which was
accepted by the Communist Party of China (CPC) and implemented in journalistic practice. In early
journalistic practice of Marx, “newspaper for the people” was systematically laid out. Mao Zedong ex-
panded “affinity to the people” of party newspapers from the perspective of stance, subject to serve and
ways of running. Party spirit and affinity to the people, originally two separate concepts, are combined
harmoniously by the CPC, which is the theoretical innovation and significant contribution of the CPC to
Marxist journalism. Xi Jinping, Secretary General of the CPC, always emphasizes the unity and coher-
ence of party spirit and affinity to the people by elevating the latter concept, which is an innovative theo-
retical crystallization. Those two concepts are interdependent. Only by adhering to party spirit can affinity
to the people be best expressed; only by embodying affinity to the people can party spirit be best en-
hanced. Thus, the Chinese dream of rejuvenation can be realized sooner.

Key words: party spirit; affinity to the people; newspaper; journalism; Xi Jinping
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