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The Origin and Development of Personal Pronouns in

the Kam-Tai Languages and Classical Chinese
HU Jing
(Department Five, PLA University of Foreign Languages Luoyang Henan Prov., 471003, China)

Abstract This article compares the origin and development of the personal pronouns of the Tha, Lao, Dai and Zhuang lan-
guages within the Kam-Tai language branch and the personal pronouns of the classical Chinese, and finds that there are some corre-
spondences betw een them. Reconstructing the first and the second personal pronouns of the Proto Kam-Tai languages demonstrates
that there are correspondences of pronunciation of the first and the second personal pronouns betw een Kam-T ai languages and dassical
Chinese. The pronouns have al evolved in the same pattern—from simple to complicated, and back to simple again.
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