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Methodology and Trends of Linguistic Research in the Era of Big Data

LIU Hai-tao" 2 LIN Yan-ni'

( 1.School of International Studies, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058; 2. ( National Key )Research Center for Linguistics &

Applied Linguistics, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420 )

Abstract: This paper presents methodology and trends of linguistic research in the era of big data. We begin with a discussion

on the role of linguists in the information society, and illustrate the chances and challenges linguists are currently facing. After

highlighting the significance of using authentic data in linguistic research, we argue that language is a complex adaptive system

driven by humans. Then, from the perspective of philosophy of science, we introduce the research paradigm of quantitative

linguistics with several cases. Finally, we address that China’s linguistic research will benefit from the data-intensive approach in

terms of scientification and internationalization.
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