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The Transformation of Rural Private Schools Made by the People’ s Republic of China( 1949—1952)
WU Xiu - shen

( School of History Culture and Tourism Fuyang Teachers College Fuyang 236037 China)

Abstract: There still existed many private schools in cities and rural areas around China when the People’ s Republic of
China was founded on October 1 1949. From October 1949 to December 1952 active measures were taken by the New Gov—
ernment to successfully transform the countryside private schools which were finally eliminated by the end of 1952. The private
schools transformation made by the People’ s Republic of China can be traced back to the private schools reformation initiated
at the end of the Qing Dynasty and it was an integral part of the primary education modernization. The private schools transfor—
mation was a remarkable success but its negative effects are obvious: ignoring the positive role the private schools could play in
spreading and popularizing cultural knowledge and impairing the inhabitation of Chinese traditional culture and the enhance—
ment of the peasants’ educational level.
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