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consciousness and research methods of Western and Japanese historians of Buddhism in the first
half of the 20" century influenced Chinese scholars and reveal how the latter responded to these
issues and methods and gradually formed their own modern research approach in this field. We
can thus gain a picture of the development of research methods and paradigms in Chinese
academic work on the early history of Buddhism in China.

The Flagellant Movement in the Black Death in Western Europe (1348-1349 ) Li Huacheng (147)

The flagellant movement flourished while the Black Death was raging in Western Europe. It
was a collective behavior aimed at salvation through self-flagellation and was influenced by the
eschatological theology of millenarianism. While the plague ravaged Europe, a relationship grew
up between the church and the flagellants that contained differences but also interdependence.
However, as the movement grew, it developed anti-church tendencies. More importantly,
because of the periodic nature of the plague outbreaks and the limitations of the movement’ s
religious doctrines and practical effects, its followers began to splinter and grow fewer , providing
conditions for their expulsion by the church. At the same time, the movement’ s mode of
organization and its radical actions in massacring Jews, etc., had a detrimental effect on society,
leading to the opposition of the secular power. Under attack from all sides, its decline was
inevitable. The flagellant movement reflects the “little tradition” of Western European society in
the Middle Ages. Seen from the perspective of the changing relationship between the great
tradition and the little tradition, it can give us a more comprehensive understanding of the world
of faith in medieval Western Europe.

Chinese Tea and the Custom of Tea Drinking in the Netherlands from the Seventeenth Century On
Liu Yong(160)
Chinese tea was first introduced into Europe in the early 17" century by the Dutch. From the
early 18" century until the 1840s, they dominated trade with China. In the Netherlands, tea at
first could only be obtained from a medicine shop. As an excellent medicinal herb for the
treatment of various local diseases, it won favor with the great majority of specialists, but also
met with some opposition. Since tea-drinking was so strongly recommended by discerning people ,
the Dutch gradually accepted the idea that “tea is good for the health.” As its price fell, tea was
drunk daily, and was sold in specialist shops or alongside other goods. Tea drinking, previously
regarded as a high-end leisure occupation, became widespread in all walks of life. One positive
effect of the custom of tea drinking was that it enriched Dutch social life in this period.

Discussion and Remarks
The Direction of Legal History Research: Law or History? Hu Yongheng(178)
Chinese academic circles are concerned about the question of whether research on Chinese
legal history should be more oriented toward legal studies or more oriented toward history. For a
long time, the discipline of legal history has fallen within the disciplinary framework of
jurisprudence, with its main research force consisting of people trained in legal studies. Such
scholars are strong on interpreting history and accustomed to logical deduction, and often take
Western legal concepts and theories as the premise for evaluating Chinese law. This means that
currently, the main problems with research on legal history are an inadequate foundation in
historical materials, West-centrism, and the profusion of modernization paradigms. In recent
years, a large number of researchers with a historical background have entered the field of legal
history, bringing a breath of fresh air to research in this area. In view of its current weak
historical foundation, Chinese research on legal history should be oriented toward history. With
this premise, individual researchers should pursue both legal and historical studies and scholars
should strengthen cooperation based on the division of labor.




