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A Research on the Arrangement of Yenan City of Eastern Wei
WANG Jing's SHEN Rui-wen’

(1. Dgpartment of Historys Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 2. Department of Ardhaewlogy, Peking University. Bejing 100871)

Abstract: In order to constuct the city of Ye’ nan, the proposed capital of Eastern Wei, a future centre of culture
and political legitimacy, its architects deliberately made use of the similarity between the flood of the old Zhang
River and the legend of Dayu’ s successful control of water by “re-discovering” a stone tortoise when building the
city, which had in fact been buried there earlier. Meanwhile, the city was built not only in the exact shape of the
tortoise, but also with materials fom Tuoyang, capital of Northern Wei, the dynasty that preceded Eastern Wei.
The overall plan of Ye’ nan was also modeled on the latter, with cave temples and a cemetery outside the city, and
a series of the constuictions aimed at creating a cultural milieu which suited a capital.
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