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THE EXCAVATION AT HOUGANG IN ANYANG, 1979

by Anyang Archaeological Team of IA, CASS

The stratified cultural deposits of the Hougang site near Anyang City, Henan Pro-
vince consists of sven layers. Save the first layer which is the surface soil, the second layer
is of the Shang culture and the rest are of the Longshan Culture. Over 800 pieces of an-
tiquities were unearthed from the site, including pottery, jade and stone artifacts, ar-
ticles made of bones and shells, ete.

The remains of 39 houses of the Longshan culture were discovered. Most of them are
round in plan with diameters from 3.6 to 5 meters. All the houses are built at ground le-
vel and the foundations are simply rammed earth. The walls are built either of mud, of
mud reinforced with wooden frames or of sun-dried bricks (adobes). The floor is gene-
rally plastered with white lime, though in some cases the floor is a layer of hard-baked
earth. There is one house that has a planked floor. Most of the houses have a round fire
place in the center of the room. There are post-holes both inside and outside the houses.
Most of the houses have a door open in the south wall. Around the houses there are paved
aprons or the protection of walls.

Fifty eight storage pits were discovered and nearly all of them are located around
the houses. Most of them were dug in the shape of a barrel or a pocket.

Twenty seven child burials were discovered, seventeen of which were placed in pottery
urns and no burial coffins of any kind were found in the other ten. Most of the burials
lie beneath the houses or their walls, an indication that these children are probably the
vietims of the sacrifice made during the founding of the houses.

A classification of the pottery and the depositing sequence of the cultural remains at
the site show that the Longshan complex at Hougang may be divided into three perfiods:
the early (the 6th and 7th layers), the middle (the 5th layer) and the late period (the 3rd
and 4th layers). The C" dating of the charcoal and lime samples taken from the ruins
show that the absolute date of the late period is about 2300-2100 B. C., that of the middle
period is about 2500—2300 B, C. and that of the early period about 2700—2500 B. C.

The general cultural aspect of the Hougang site is similar to that of the Wangyou-
fang type distributed in eastrn Henan Province and that of the Qinggudui type in wes-
tern Shandong Province. These three local types of culture are three varieties of one and
the same culture. We are of the opinion that this culture should be named the Hougang
II culture.
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