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ABSTRACT: The Shang period Huanbei City-site is on the northern bank of the Huanhe River in

Anyang City, Henan Province, lying to the north of the famous Yin Ruins. It is roughly square in plan,

measuring about 4.7 sq km in area, with an azimuth of 13 degrees, and belonging to the middle Shang

period. In 2000 ~ 2001, the Anyang Archaeological Team, IA, CASS, carried out trial excavation of

city-walls, revealed rammed-earth house-foundations and ash-pits within the city, and brought to light

pottery and animal bones. The discovery of the site made up the cultural gap between the early and late

Shang periods in our knowledge. Meanwhile, it threw new light on the date of the rise of this Yin capi-

tal, the nature of this city, the layout of this settlement, and the social organization it reflected.
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