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combining Western concepts with Chinese realities leads to a mismatch between ancient and
contemporary terminology 4/ This paper uses individual case studies to analyse the constituent
elements of traditional judicial precedents#/jthe relationships between judicial precedent and
written law 4fland changes in the position of judicial precedent in the traditional Chinese legal
system4)We can say that judicial precedent occupied a supplementary position in traditional
China#/lbeing secondary to written law4J]Since there were fundamental conflicts of principle
between the two4fjprecedent was subject to different degrees of exclusion4J]Nevertheless4/ithere
were also cases where the written legal system drew on precedents#/JDuring the Ming and Qing
Dynasty4/kelections of judicial precedents were compiled and were integrated into written law 4/
The integration of law and precedent marked the climax of the traditional Chinese legal system 42
however4ffrom the perspective of judicial precedent4Jjit was a process that led to the alienation and

disappearance of precedent4]]
(12) A Taxonomy of Aestheticism Yu Hong - 156-

Aestheticism is a central intellectual concept4/but one that remains vague#zit lacks specific
rules and rigorous scholarshipf/JTo examine and differentiate types of aestheticism in the three
inter related dimensions of existencefflart and modernity is a significant task4/JAs a metaphysical
reflection upon existence and art4/laestheticism provides a diagnosis and prescription for modern
societies#Jlit may be expressed as theoretical argument or as artistic or everyday practice/Its main
types are the perceptual$/jthe playful and the divine4lIThe links between the different types of
aestheticism constitute their source of spiritual value4/la value that has suffered a lethal blow in

this age of consumerism4J]
(13) Meanings of Wenfiin Ancient China Chen Fei - 172 -

In ancient China%f] wenfii 30 was a substantive system that operated and realized its
meaning in a substantive form4J] Within the general structure of wen were subsumed three
meanings relating to the world4/man and the written language]] Worldfij referred to both nature
and human society#/lThe specific development and realization of wenifiiw as expressed through the
textualization of politics#/jwith the ritualization of politics as its most typical expressionf/JAs a
substantive system#Jit had its own sequence and norms#/but as it was subject to the influence of

different factors and forces4/lmany variables and contingencies were involved4/]

(14) Shang Dynasty Settlement Structure and the Mode of Rule of Shang Kings
Wang Zhenzhong - 184 -

Studies of oracle bone inscriptions and other archeological finds show that settlements both
in the fiefdoms of the feudal lords and in the capital area under kingly control had the same three
level structure4fiwith the former clearly being a miniature version of the latterJIl' his demonstrates
royal control over the feudal lords while also reflecting the political system and power structure of
the time4JB hang kings ruled the more remote feudal lords indirectly but in the capital area they
employed both direct and indirect modes of control4/JThis distinctive feature of their rule was

determined by the development of the state in the Shang Dynasty 4J]
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