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Abstract

The genealogical Classification of the Indo-European language is based on the
historical evolution of morphology and sound. Proto-Tibeto-Burman was a language with
a morphological feature mainly using prefixes. The one syllable prefixes of Proto-Tibeto-
Burman had gradually changed to consonant prefixes in Proto-Tibeto-Yi-Burman
language and these consonant prefixes had dispaired in Yi-Burman Languages then. The
historical evolution of morphology and sound should be the bases of the genealogical
classification of Tibeto-Burman languages. The tones of Bai language originated from the
loose and tense vowels. The two tones broke up to six owing to the differences of
voiceless, voiced and voiced aspirate initials. In different periods, many Chinese
loanwords have come into Bai since the end of the ancient times period. Bai should be

one of the Yi-Burman languages according to its sound and word order evolution.
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