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ABSTRACTS

ally changed from a model into what could only be appreciated rather than being imitated. Creation
was detached from appreciation. The study of literary classics gradually became a personal experience;
and the understanding of the classical spirit of art became abstract on a higher plane. The classics
changed from a creative paradigm to the subtle object of appreciation, implying that the classical spirit

of art in the tradition of Chinese literature had reached the final stage of maturity.
(16) Chinese Drama and the Tradition of National Operas Hu Xingliang °170°

In the twentieth century Chinese drama has developed under the great influence of Western the-
ater but also maintained close aesthetic links with the traditions of national operas. During the process
of the impact, conflict, communication and fusion between Chinese drama and opera, Chinese play -
wrights have inherited from traditional operas the national aesthetic and artistic spirit and gradually
converted the drama imported from abroad into a national dramatic form with a Chinese style and char-
acteristics. We have both accumulated experiences and leamed lessons during the process. The mod-

ernization of national drama embodies fundamental aesthetic pursuits.
(17) The Book of Mountains and Seas and Modern Chinese Historiography  Luo Zhitian °181°

There has always been a dispute in modem Chinese historical circles over whether the contents of
The Book of Mountains and Seas can be taken as credible historical materials. The general view is that
the application of its content in historical research was a result of the “emancipation of the mind” dur-
ing the early Republican period. In fact this book was placed in the category of history in Shumu
dawen (Questions and Answers on Lists of Books) frequently consulted by scholars in the late Qing.
Based on an investigation of the history of The Book of Mountains and Seas in academic circles the au-
thor examines the differences between new and old concepts of historical materials during the Republi-
can period, the continuation of traditional conceptions among “modern” academics by means of the

transformation of their forms, and the discontinuation and renew al of relevant academic traditions.

(18) New China s Policy Changes from Resisting France to Striving for Peace in Indo-China
Yang Kuisong °193°

The Chinese Government began to provide all forms of aid short of troops to Vietnam in its war a-
gainst France as soon as New China was founded. However, when the League for the Independence of
Vietnam grew from weak to strong and pow erful enough to challenge the French colonial rule in afew
years China advocated a truce at the Geneva Conference in 1954. The author delves into the process of
and reasons for the drastic changes in the foreign policy of New China and believes that the successful
conclusion of Geneva Conference and the formulation of the five principles of peaceful coexistence
marked a switch of the Chinese foreign policy from ideologically-oriented “leaning to one side” to prag-

matic considerations in the interest of the state.




